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THE VOICE OF THE ENERGY CONSUMER

SOUTH CAROLINA EMISSIONS ARE DECLINING

While the nation’s increased energy production has received a great deal of media focus in recent years,
little notice has been paid to the significant emission reductions and overall environmental improvement
in South Carolina and across the nation.

The World Health Organization identifies outdoor air emissions as “a major cause of death and disease globally” and attributes emissions such as
particulate matter (PM), ozone (formed by volatile organic compounds (VOCs), nitrogen oxides (NOx) and sulfur dioxide (SO2) to lung cancer,
respiratory infection, heart disease and stroke. The economic impacts of these air emissions include increased health care costs, decreased labor
productivity and declining agricultural crop yields.

Emissions of key air pollutants and greenhouse gases have declined significantly
across the state, even though natural gas consumption has grown substantially
and South Carolina remains a large energy consumer:
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South Carolina’s cleaner air means that the state’s wildlife and natural assets will be protected. This ensures that tourism, a $22.6 billion industry for
the state, will keep thriving. Not only that, South Carolina’s families and children can enjoy all their state has to offer in a healthier way, from
exploring Greenville’s Falls Park to fishing excursions at Hilton Head.

Additionally, improved air quality means that South Carolina’s 25,000 farms will keep generating more than $3 billion annually for the state's
economy, mainly from poultry, corn and cotton.
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U.S. ENERGY PRODUCTION

New, efficient technologies have enabled the United States to increase oil and gas production over the last two decades. The U.S. is now the
world’s largest crude oil and natural gas producer, having surpassed Saudi Arabia and Russia, respectively, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
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