
What to Ask For

Keep Us in the Conversation: Why 
Local Voices Matter in Energy Planning
Energy policies shape our daily lives — from where power comes from, to how it’s delivered, to 
what it costs. But too often, the people most affected by those decisions — families, businesses, 
and communities — are left out of the process. That needs to change.

Energy projects aren’t just policy debates. They impact neighborhoods, property values, air 
quality, traffic, and monthly bills. Whether it’s a new transmission line, power plant, or a policy 
that affects pricing, local communities deserve a real say.

Unfortunately, public hearings can be hard to access, information is often buried in technical 
language, and decisions sometimes feel like they’re made behind closed doors. When that 
happens, trust breaks down, frustration builds, and important projects get delayed.

This toolkit provides simple, practical tools to help you speak up — what to ask for, how to share 
your concerns, and how to ensure local voices are heard early, clearly, and meaningfully. Because 
energy policy works best when it reflects the needs of the people it’s meant to serve.

The Problem With Public Engagement Today
Energy decisions are supposed to include community input — but the way the process 
works right now, most people feel shut out.

Notices about public hearings are hard to find, buried on websites or posted with little 
warning. Many people don’t even know where to look for information in the first place. 
Meetings are scheduled at inconvenient times or held in places that are tough to get 
to. And even when people show up, they’re often handed complicated documents 
filled with legal terms and technical language most of us can’t easily follow.

For those who do speak up, it’s often unclear if their feedback actually matters. Too 
many people feel like decisions have already been made before the community ever 
gets a say.

The result? Frustration, mistrust, and missed opportunities to build energy solutions 
that reflect the needs of real people.

Require early, clear communication with communities: People deserve 
to know what’s being planned before decisions are made — not after. 
Notices should be easy to find, shared widely, and translated when needed.

Make participation easier for everyone: Public input shouldn’t require a 
law degree or a day off work. Meetings should have virtual options, 
materials should be in plain language, and comment tools should be simple 
to use.

Ensure public feedback shapes final decisions: Community concerns 
must be acknowledged and reflected in project plans — not ignored or 
buried in paperwork.

Avoid one-size-fits-all mandates that skip over local concerns: Every 
community is different, and energy policies should respect those 
differences.

Energy decisions should reflect the needs of real people. But too often, policies are 
proposed without real community input, and families are left dealing with the 
consequences. Even well-intentioned regulations can overlook the real impact these 
decisions have on households, small businesses, and community budgets.

That’s why it’s critical to make sure the public has a meaningful role in the process. 
Here’s what to ask your local, state, and federal representatives to support:

Who's Impacted by Energy Policy? 



You don’t need to be an expert to make 
a difference — just informed, engaged, 
and willing to speak up. Here are a few 
simple ways to get involved in local, 
state, or federal energy planning:

Start by signing up for updates from your 
state’s public utility commission, local 
planning boards, or energy department. 
These agencies post notices about public 
hearings, proposed projects, and 
comment deadlines — but you usually 
have to subscribe or check their websites 
to stay informed.

If you hear about a project that could 
affect your area — whether it’s a new 
power line, a transmission upgrade, or a 
policy change — look for opportunities to 
comment. Many agencies now accept

How to Get Involved Why This Matters — Talking Points to Share
When you're speaking at a public meeting, talking with a local official, or writing to a 
state representative, you don’t need to be an energy expert. You just need to speak 
clearly about why public involvement matters. Here are a few points you can use or 
adapt:

Energy decisions affect our daily lives — from what we pay each month to 
what’s built in our neighborhoods. We deserve a say in those decisions.

Public input should happen early, not after everything’s already decided.

Community voices lead to better projects. When people are heard, trust goes 
up, and conflict goes down.

Public meetings and documents should be easy to find and easy to understand. 
We can’t participate if we can’t keep up.

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTITIVE

SAMPLE PUBLIC COMMENT LETTER
Good [morning/afternoon], and thank you for the opportunity to comment.

My name is [Your Name], and I live in [Your Community]. I’m here because I believe local 
communities should have a real voice in energy decisions that affect our homes, our 
neighborhoods, and our wallets.

Too often, these decisions are made without enough notice, without clear information, and without 
meaningful input from the people who are directly impacted. That needs to change.

I support energy policies and projects that are developed with early, clear, and inclusive public 
engagement. We deserve to know what’s being planned, have a chance to weigh in, and see how 
our feedback shapes the outcome.

Thank you for your time and for taking community input seriously.

written input by email or through online portals, and more are offering hybrid or virtual 
meetings to make participation easier.

When you do submit a comment, keep it clear and personal. Talk about how the issue 
affects your family, your community, or your cost of living. And don’t be discouraged if 
you don’t hear back right away — showing up and speaking up sends a strong message.

Finally, talk to your local elected officials. Whether it’s a city council member, state 
representative, or congressional office, they need to know that the people they 
represent want a stronger voice in energy planning.

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative



