
Wind is a clean, renewable energy 
source that accounts for nearly 

five percent of U.S. net electricity generation – a percentage 
that has doubled since 2010.1  The wind industry generated 
over 82,000 megawatts in 2016, or enough electricity to 
power 24 million average American homes.2  As a rapidly 
growing energy source, wind energy is on track to provide 

clean, affordable, and reliable energy for hundreds of millions 
of American families of all income levels and businesses of all 
sizes across the nation.

The rapid expansion of the wind industry is due in part 
to Americans realizing the numerous economic and 
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environmental benefits the industry provides. Wind 
is a plentiful and readily available energy source, 
and thanks to improved technologies, it is now cost 
competitive with new gas-fired power plants.3

Wind power costs could be reduced by 
24 to 30 percent by 20304,  which would 
benefit consumers such as farmers and 
working-class families.

The wind industry also allows the U.S. to diversify 
its national energy portfolio. Adding wind to the 
nation’s energy mix not only helps reduce America’s 
reliance on imported energy, but also helps reduce 
the impacts of price spikes and supply disruptions. 
Stabilizing the cost of electricity translates into lower 
electric bills for American homes and businesses.5

Wind energy development also supports thousands 
of jobs at manufacturing facilities and in supporting 
services throughout the country.6  Estimates from 

the Department of Energy project that there will 
be more than 600,000 wind-related jobs by 2050, 
making the industry a major contributor to America’s 
energy economy.7

American wind power supported a record 
88,000 jobs at the start of 2016 – an 
increase of 20 percent in a year.8

Finally, offshore wind development provides the 
U.S. an opportunity to further protect American 
families from energy shortages and price spikes. 
Development of offshore wind farms can harness 
the energy of strong, consistent winds that are 
found over the oceans. With 53% of the nation’s 
population living in coastal areas where energy 
costs and demands are usually high,9 offshore wind 
development could provide families and businesses 
in these areas with immense quantities of affordable 
and reliable energy.
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